THE DETERMINATION OF BLOOD GROUPS· THE Medical Research Council has issued for the guidance of the Transfusion Services a Concise Memorandum on the determination of blood groups, and it will also prove useful to those engaged in forensic work. After an outline of the principles underlying differentiation by means of the ABO groups, the methods of determination are briefly described under three headings: (a) the Tube Method, (b) the Tile Method applied to diluted blood, and (c) the Tile Method applied to undiluted blood. Method (a) is regarded as the most generally satisfactory, whilst Method (c) is trustworthy only in the hands of those with long experience of its technique. The factors likely to cause error leading to incorrect negative conclusions in this test are summarized and discussed. They comprise: (I) failure to use sera of high titre, (2) failure to use an anti-A serum capable of reacting with A 2 and A 2B cells; (3) failure to recognize the time factor; (4) use of infected sera. Causes of false positive results are (I) pseudo-agglutination or rouleaux formation; (2) cold agglutination; (3) use of infected cell suspensions (the Thomsen phenomenon); (4) use of infected serum. Each of these sources of error is discussed in detail.
Recent work (cf. Boorkman, Dodd and Mollison, Brit. Med. j., 1942, ii, 535, 569) has shown that about 85% of English and American human subjects contain a previously unrecognized agglutinogen. This is termed Rh, from the fact that a similar agglutinogen occurs in the blood of rhesus monkeys. The Memorandum discusses its significance and outlines methods of detecting Rh agglutinogens and anti-Rh agglutinins. Only brief reference is made to other agglutinogens, notably M and N, because the corresponding agglutins are of rare occurrence in human sera, and thus, from the transfusion point of view, are of less importance.
CONTROL OF VENEREAL DISEASE IN SWEDEN
ATTENTION has recently been focussed on the deplorable increase of venereal disease since the outbreak of war, and, in the discussions on preventive methods that might be adopted, frequent reference has been made to the legal measures that have been in force for many years in Sweden. In order to make more available in this country data on the results of the Swedish system of notification, the British Medical Journal 
